The History of Cogmans Kloof
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How Cogmans Kloof got its name
The name of the scenic kloof that links
Mantagu with towns along the Breede
River valley is darved from the name of
a former Khoekhoe leader, Cochob, a
rame thal means “nariow cheeks™, The
people lad by Cochob wera knawn ag
tha Cachoqua.

The Cochoqua were one of the most
influantial khoekhoa groups, living in
two clans under separate chiefs and
nurmbering about 20 000 people

The Cochogua were setiled in the
Saldanha Bay region, but after the
Dutch arrived in the Cape in 1652, the
Cochogua migrated and sattled in the
area arpund present-day Ashion and
Maatagu.

The: klool between the two towns was
named afer the Cochogua. This name
want through several iterations: from
Cochonas to Cockomans to Cochmans
and, finally, Cogmans,

Recreation in Cogmans Kloof
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The Water Source in Keurkloof
This picturesque 3km-lang kioof that
joins the Cogmans Kioof Pess is a well-
knawn local landmark. A strong spring a
kilometre up the kloofl was a majnr
source af drinking witer for both the
towns of Mantagu and Ashitan during the
eari',.l 1900s. The water was captured in a
amall starage dam and piped 10 the twe
serall towns, Thee system was upgradid
in 1538, howaver, the spring's
Importance was later overtaken by other
water saurces that were needed 1o meat
the requirements of he district's
Erowing population.

Fort Sidney

T Sighiey - Enregiaky pasitioned 0w M nammsssir
section af the Cogrones Kioof ot Quanting e rad below.

Following incursions by Boer forces
faided by Cape rebels) into the Cape
Colowy in late K00, the British bullt a
series of forts atop strategic mountain
passes b black the movement of Boer
commmandos. The Montagu ares was no
‘exception; Fort Sidney ks one of several
fortifications built on high spots
aroundl the town to deter the Boers,
who were mounting guerrilla vaids on
many small towns in the Cape Colomy.

Hodges Bridge

Kourkloof was ance a favourite
recreation area far Moniagu rasitents,
but in recent dacades the water fram
the spring has diminished, The picic
area was closed and the kioaf is
reverting 1o its former natural state

Hiking amd Rock Climbing, two
of Montagu's great attractions

In the years since the early 1500s,
Montagu has become a rock-climbing
macca, atiracting local and internatianal
climbers. Many of the best climbs,
including routes that range fram easy (o
among the mast difficull reck climbs in
the country. are up the sandstone crags
of Cogmans Klaaf and adjoining
Keurklood.

Easy acoess from the road, an wntamed
wilderness area and breathiaking
maountain scenery are drawcards for
fock climbers from ail aver the country

surraunding mauntains and kloofs also
baast many scanic niking trails.

wher was in charge of British forges
stationed in the Montagu area at the
time.

Tha fort was garmisonad by a company of
Gorgon Highlandars, survivors of the
famaous battle fought a year earlier at
Magersfonteln near Kimberlay. The
soldiers were billated in a camp at the
Toot of the Kalkpenkrantz an tha ather
side of the tunnel, near the formes road
bailding camp af Thomas Bain.

Construction

Constraction af the: fart was supervised
by @ local stonemasan, William
Robertson, The martared stonework
farmed a rectangelar structune about
10m Iong and 4m wide, The 40cm thick
walls are 2m high with a simple opening
on the west end Lo senve a5 an enirance.
Thera are £1 rifle ports built at intervals
into the walls, with indications that the
fart once had & roof that drained into an
internal water tank.

Hodipes Bridpe o 950 years

Wodges Bridge, located at the south-
western end of the kloof, was the First
woad bridge buill in the spectacular
(l‘l-w;mans Kloaf, It was opened in earky
1872,

Tha bridge was named afier Frederick
'105295 who was the resigent ‘HBEISIra[E
n Robertsan and chairman of he
divisignal council at the tima, Mr Hooges
wis INELILMEnTal in obtaining fending
for the construction of the bridge fram
1he Cape govesnment.

0y the

The official opening ceremony, on
January 10, 1872, was a mamentous
occasion. fesidents of Ashion and
Montagu. and even Robertson, turned out
16 witness Fregerich Hodges,
socompanied by an honour guard of 30
horsemen, declare the bridge open for
public use,

Construction

Hodges Bridge aciually consists of twa
bridges, of what are knawn today as
culverts
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Around 1760, pressura from Duich
settlameant once again caused the
Cochogua te leave their hame, They
migrated north in search of naew hunting
grounds and pastura, They eventualiy
settlad In the vicinity of the Garlep
[Drange) River.

Today. only scattered archaeologhcal
arefacts and ihe name of this route
threugh the Langeberg Mountaing
remain as remindars of the Cochogua
peaple.

The Khoekhoe peaple (pronounced
ewe-Rwe ai in question) had o
af

¥
fived in - both as a source of food and
af medicinal plants used for healing.

The Langeberg mountains boast o

P Iy large variaty
medicinal plants. For more
infermaetion, wisit the medicing herb
garden at the Montagu Museum or
scan the QR code.
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Seenle Trails

The Cogmans Kioaf Riking trail is just
aver 17km lamg and fracks a circular
path on the north-eastern siopes of the
aovge, It offers walkers superh wiews of
the surrounding ciffs and thelr
amazingly conterted rck strata,

The Aasvodikeans biking brail is just over
3k fong and can be campleted in ander
two hours. It climbs steeply fa a point
averfaaking the narth side of the kioof
with fine wews of Fort Sidney and Boin's
funnel

MOATOg UL ST e B MOURON itk we-develped
mck-cimingroute, 1.1 popular dertnenion fordocnl om
inrematianaladstier:
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MNational Monument

Because of ils Lnigue pagilio
reasonable state of presen.
Sidney was declared & national
monument in 1999,

The Anglo-Boer War

The Anglo-Boer War broke aut on
Octater 1), 1899 and ended o May
21, 1902, It was fought between the
British Empire and the independent
Boer states of the Orange Free State
and the Transvea! Republic,

Fort Sidney did O S8 Gy OCTIon
dunng the war. Along with five ather
Farts in the area, manned By members
of the Manfagu Town Guard, it
appears te have mode the Boer and
rebel commandos cautious abaut
werntturing too close to the strongly-
defended tawn, isit the Mantogu
museur, or scan the QF code, for
maove informalion.

E&Ch bringe. bullt with stone masonry,
has a rectangular opening far the
watercourse. The bridge decks {or roofs of
the rectangulas openings) were mads of
“fellowwood beams but have sinca bean
partially replaced and supported with
reinfarced concrete.

On tha brige section nearest 1o Ashion
tha matto “Unity is strength” was
ingeribied and, an the athier, the me ]
Welcome 1o Montagu over the Hodgas
Bridge” was writtan,

The Pass

In 1877, fiwe years after the opening of
Hodges Bridge, Thomas Bain Tinished
building tha raad through Cogmans Klioof,
giving the residents of Montagu, and
nesghbauring areas of e Litle Karao,
mare direct accass o he westam pans
of the Capa Colany. Mara information
about Bain's road congiruction is
available an a similar sign, located close
to the Copmans Klaof tunnel

The road was re-alignad in the 15505,
and 1 nest road reconstruction was
undertaken betwesn 2015 and 2021
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All about the

Cogmans Kloof
Interpretive Signs...

The highly informative signage along the
road through Cogmans Kloof was
commissioned as part of the recent
extensive upgrade and realignment of the
R62 between Ashton and Montagu.

The signs are located in the rest areas
along the route - one of the most beautiful
mountain passes in the Western Cape. They
describe the geology, history and some
features of the pass as well as giving good
insight into the reasoning behind the
upgrades to the pass and construction of
the Ashton Arch bridge.

The signage plinths were designed to
complement the extensive stone walls
along the pass. The content of the signs
themselves were compiled by the
invaluable contributions of local volunteers.

Many Montagu residents gave their input -
among them were Jeanne Biesenbach,
Ronel Preston, Irma Jordaan, Rudi Allmayer,
Richard Davies and Leon Steenkamp.
Extensive use was made of the Montagu
Museum Archive at the Old Mission Church
for information on the signage.

The graphic design and final layout were
executed by Montagu resident, Lemmy
David, with topographic drawings by Diane
Schearer.

THE SIGNS IN
COGMANS KLOOF




The Geology of Cogmans Kloof

The Co P S0 metees

safuich are hard i e Ty resiaCe a3 westhanng
The intensely folded rock strata of the
crags bo the east of this point are &
striking example of why the parallel
mbain ranges that run for more
tham 800km across the southern
reghons of South Africa are called the
Cape Fold Mountains,

Thee strata were originally harizontal,
farmed from sadiment that settiad
betwean 480 and 400 millien years ago
o the Noar of whal wag then 4 vast
alluvial plain,

Much later, between 280 and 230
million yaars ago. the region was
subjected to intensa compressional

Montagu Floods

The Montagu area has experienced at least 10
major floods since the town's establishment

in the early 185{s.

1867

The first recarded Mocd was in 1957, when the
Kelsie River burst its banks and swept away
wineyards betow the town. Twalva people died in
this event, This flood lefi the kloof impassabée for
weeks. which prompied the Cape government 1o

commission the construction of the pass.

farcas, which gealogists bellave wera
directed in several pulses from the
souLh twards the nonh. This
tramendaus pressure, applied over
soma 50 million years, causad the
strata te bow and bend indo the

conterled shapes and pattems visible
taday,

The sandstone is part of the Table
Mauntain Graup (TME) of rocks. High
resistance to weathering means that
TMG rocks tend o form the high ground
across the region, although nature is
constantly wearing il down through
intense arosian invalving rivars, rain,
wind, rockiallz and

The: rrost recent major mament in the
gealogical history of Copmans Kloof
occurmed betwaen 150 and %0 million
years ago, when a S000-metre
dawrmard displacemant alang the ssuth
of tha Worcastar Fault rasulted in the
Juxtapasition of rocks of greatly diffesing
ages.

The fault runs eastwards from a paint
Just wast of Walsaley, through Warcester
and Robertson and beyoncl. Sudden
mavement a|:xlB the Worcester Faul in
1969 caused South Africa's largest
earthguake in historical timeas, which
regiteied 6.3 on the Richter Scale.

Gonzhagutal Mam of Cogment Kot

Cogmans River Floods:

In Jmnwary 1981, nature delivered a
strong rerminder of the powerlul fovees
that shaped the Cogmans Klood Heavy
it pres the scuthenn Koroa coused
the Kelsie and fingna rivers fa flaod.
Far move infarmatian aboot the fivods,
Ieak out for similar signs at the Ashion
Bridge as wel a3 the Voortrekker Bridge
at the enfrance fo Movtage.
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CGeomorphology - the power of
the Cogmans River

The striling appearance of the gorge.
with i3 high peaks and staep rock
faces an both sides, is 1estimany 1o
the arosive pawer of the Cogmans
River, which runs through it This river
5tarls just above the northern end of
the gorge, a1 the confluence af the
Kaisie and Kingna rivers, and flows
past Azhtan o join the Breeds River
LBkm further downstream.
Geologists beligve the river may well
havve éxiste priar 1o the upliin of the
Langeberg range and was able o

Ly erade downwards at a pace aqual 1o
that af the rise of the Land.
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When the downward erosion of fhe
main river channel haled ar slowed,
the stream wauld tend 10 cut
sideways. widening tha gorge. When
erasion of the main channeal

1081

2003

P — resurmed, the terraces an the side
remained, You are stlanding on such a
@ o tarraca. reading this sign.
o phabakigplind
e e
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The mast severs flood 1o affect e
Montagy area gccurred on January 25,
1981, a date rernembered in South
Africa for ene of tha worst natural
disastars in the country’s history.
Tarrential rain scross pans of the
Wastern Cape caused widesprasd
floading. In Laingsburg, 100km north
st of Montagu, @ major gart of the
T Was Swept away and more than
100 peaple lost their livas.

In Moatagu a flood of water and debris
turntrad down tha Keisle River,
obliterating parts of the Momtagy ot
springs belore inundating lower pars
of the town. Thirteen pecple bosi their
lrvas and millions of Rands warth of
property was damaged, The ferocity of
the Tlood was such that bodies were
swept through Cogmans Kloof and
recowared downstream of Ashion

The road through the gorgs was
impassable Laft without elactricity,
drinking water and telephone
connections, Montagu was effactively
cut aff fram the rast of the cauntry for

i 3
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days.

Floods and the Ashton Arch

Orver the vears. fiooding of the Cogmans
River has periodically devastated
Ashiton and the surrounding farmlands.

The flopds of 1881 and 2003 caused
major disruptions to local aconomic
attivities.

In January 1981, the well-known Ashton
canning factory was busy with its peak
summer harvest when tha factories wera
flonded between Tm and 2m deep.
High-wates marks can be viewed in
same bulldings. It was recorded that
naarly 50% of the wine grapes was lost
thit year,

Further dawnsiream in the area of Van
Loveran Wines, the river fow was
reportadly mara than a kilomatre wide.

In 1937, tha Capa govarmmeant
congtructed two bridges over the
cngmans Riwer an the Ashion Main
Foad at a cost of £5 G040,

The bridge over tha main chanrnel
was 100m |OI|G. Itconsisted o4 5
earth-filled concrete arches resting
on concrite piers and abutments,
It had a roadway width of only 10
Cape feet (3.14m), with 2t gravel
shoulers, allowing single-lane
traffic only.

The second UﬂﬂgB crossed a
sacond stream of the Cogmans
Rives about S0 fo the wesr. 11 wag
a single span bridge anly B lang.
but was 5.7m wide to match the
anjoining road width,

T allow two-way traffic, the narrow
main bredge was widenad to 10.3m
im 1851 at a cost of £10 B00. The
piers wars widened 10 suppart
arditional concrete arched walls.
Cantilever beams were added 1o
form the wider bridge deck. The
sacond bridae was buriad undar the
upgradad rasd appraaches,
because by that time, the river had the
converged into one main stream.

4 traffic lanes and 2 padesirian
pathways, completely replaced the
old bridges., 11 is wider, langer, and
higher than its predecessors,
promising better flaod resilience
and a long service life. the
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The approach rsad ta the pravious Bay Reclef Bridge
wasked eway in £#a3. The bridge snl bhe pass were
FEBUN in 2075 2R 1o witkizand Larger ads.

Ater major fiozdy, the gan trougt Cograns Koet

s Impaisable and eracy il repains were
endertofen sach fime, The new roas ks a higher

al t I many pleces which imgrave its.
e ence gt oo demage.

Another disastrous flood struck on
March 24, 2003 Batween 200mm and
an0mm of rain had Gilen over the
Keisie and Kingna rivers’ catchiment
areas in the nrve:edmg 18 hours. Bath
rivers brake their banks, and tha
inundation of a large part of tha lower
towm and adjoining agricultural lands
arud i caugad Signi

da Mage. This was 80 severe that
Cogmans Kioof was closed for 16 days.
Montapy was declared 3 disaster aras
and helicoptars ferried amergency
supplies 1o the fown,

2008

The mast recent flaod occured on
Newernber 12, 2008, 120mm of rain
Fell o e T oves thies days, while
the Koo Valley o the north-west
received between IE0MM and
s00mm. This water was. channallad
down the Kedsie River and through the
Lo, Gauging exlensive damage and
aweeping away the faotbrdge linking
the suburb of Mantagu Wes1 1o the
rest of the tawn. On this occasion, the
towm was cut off for three days.
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Constuction of the Ashton Arch
The new Ashron Arch is @ tied-arch

brridge. The roadvway deck is caried by
steel hanger cables suspended fram

while each arch is anchored by o
horizantal tie-beam (located between

paths). Since the bridge is self-
anchared with its farces in balance, it
alloweed the bridpe to be constructed
in g dernparary position adjacent foe

into its fing) position. This ensured
mindmal disruption fo traffic dusing

two reinforced concrete arches,

road kanes and the pedesisian

road and the maved transversely

bridge construction.

Anentract fram b plam of

of the mubti-erch bridgr.

The Road through the Pass

Montagu area is due to o varkety
af factors, bt mainly to
geagraphy and weather.

The town dtseil 15 acared just
wpstream af the confluence of the
Wirtgria and Keisie sivers an the
nortfern side of Cogmans Kieaf.
When @ cut-aff low pressure weather
aystem forms, (t results in very heavy
rainifall across the nosmally dey Klein
Karso and adjoining ot
ranges. The nun-off water is

chamnelled lnta the catchments af
hese rivers and s them info
raging eorrents, encircling the town
af Mantagu,

A view af
A key improvement of the new bridge
i 1he absence of SUPPBFIE in The fiver
Bse 10 the arch form. the new bridge
has a single span of 110m. which
significantty impravas the hydraulic
perfarmance when comared with the
previous four large piers that
supparted tha historic bridge.
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bridge seill in wse.

The: Ashitan Arch has a design life of

100 yiars and will ba abia to withetand a
1-in-200-year flood without averiopping.
¥t has become a landmark of Ashtan.
carnlementing the seenic raule and
paying hom age 1o the road's histary by
presening tha arch bridga form

===
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The first safe route through Cogmans
Kloof, which links the western end of
the Litthe Karoa to the Breeds River
Valley, was built by renowned road
engineer Thomas Bain It took him five
years and was comp in 1877

Prior 1o this, the districr’s residents
traverzad the kioaf [gorgel by following
the rivar, This was a penilous Irip across
anle-breaking terrain, involving several
ciossings of deep sandy drins and the
ever-prasent threat of a flash ficad.
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The ppening of the pass in 1877 was
causa far graat celahration amaong tha
district's residents. Later, the Tall House
s Duilt aboul a kikemetre from the
nned, fowards Ashion.

Bain's road remainad in use wall into tha
20th century. In 1931, the road was one of
the firgt cauntey roas 1o be taied In
1951-1952. the road was re-aligned and
1hrea new bridges ware built, From 2015 o
2021 fhe road was upgradad and twa of
the: bridges were recanstructed.
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1t was such a flood, which claimed the Sections of the road bullt by Bain,
lives of 12 locals in 1867, that prompied including its dry-stone reraining walls,

the Cape Colony government o take
action

First, the westam section of the road in
the vicinity of Hodges Bridge was built
and opened in 1872 Thereafer, from
1873 to 1677, Bain buift the remainder
of the road. including the small unlined
rock tunnel The rock Tormation was very
ard and folded into near-verlical sirata,
which hampered the blasting,

have survived the harsh conditions in
Cogmans Kloof. Testimany to Bain’s eye
for a safe route is the foct that his road
rerained intact following the
disastrous food of 1981, and once
again suecessfully carried all eraffic
throwgh Cogmans Kloof until repairs to
the 19505 road were made.




