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How this BOOK WORKS

AND WHAT YOU WILL NEED IN ADVANCE

This book functions a bit like a recipe book, with
the recipes varying from simple to complex. First,
we'll cover the basic “ingredients” you'll need before
you can actually begin; then we’ll go through all the
elements you need to prepare a model website,
which will act as the recipe or template for you to
create a website using WordPress. Here you will
learn all the background and techniques you'll
need when you go on to tackle a more complex
variation of the fundamental recipe.

For some readers, the basic template is all you'll
need. The model website will make an excellent
showcase for a small business. If you are happy
with this perfectly functional and attractive-looking
website, there may be no need for you to go further.

However, you will still need to read on, because
you'll want to know some very important points
concerning your website once it is live, like how
to get people to visit it, and how to keep them
coming back.

For those who want to embark on something

more challenging, we'll also explore the creative
possibilities of WordPress by looking at some more
sophisticated website setups specifically designed
for the different types of website you might want
to create—e.g. business; art or photography portfolio;
magazine/blog; or e-commerce (online store).

We’'ll also go into additional optional extras, such as
how to accept payment from your website, how to
extend the functionality that WordPress offers, and
how to tie the whole thing in with social media.

So, it’s up to you how far you want to go in your
website-building adventure.

BEFORE YOU START

To set up your website over a weekend, you’ll
need to prepare the following in advance.

> Register your domain name and set up your
website hosting (as explained in Chapter 2).
Several hours are sometimes needed to point
your domain name to your hosting, and some
hosting packages require telephone validation.

> |f you want to accept payment online using
PayPal (see Chapter 6), you’ll need to get your
PayPal account set up and verified in advance.

> Do you need to get professional photographs
taken (for example, of products you’ll be
selling)? If so, you’ll need to arrange this and
have the images to hand.

> Do you need to create a logo for your business
to display on your website? You’ll also need to

have this ready to put on the site (see page 50).

> Read through the “Legal Issues” section on
page 146, and carry out a trademark check
if necessary. Make sure you have any other
permits you may need.

COMPANION WEBSITE:
http://www.createyourwebsiteinaweekend.com, where

you can check for updates and see working installations
of WordPress websites.
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What makes WORDPRESS A GOOD CHOICE?

WORDPRESS GIVES YOU
CONTROL OVER YOUR SITE

You don’t have to be dependent on

a webmaster to create or maintain

your site. You have complete control.

IT’S EASY TO USE

It's easy to update your website,
even if you're not particularly
computer-savvy.

IT’S FLEXIBLE

WordPress can be used to create
websites of all kinds: business sites,
blogs, portfolios, magazine sites,
e-commerce sites—you name it,
WordPress can do it.

IT OFFERS THEMES

There are thousands of beautifully
designed, full-featured, high-quality
themes you can choose from, so
you're bound to find a look that’s
just right for you. It's also very easy
to change themes further down
the line if you need to.

IT°S ROBUST AND SECURE
Any security holes are fixed with
frequent updates to the system.

IT HAS A READY-MADE
SUPPORT COMMUNITY
Because so many people use it,
there is a huge support network
to fall back on if you ever need
any help.

WordPress is the most used CMS in the

world. There are over 58 million sites
using WordPress.

@Wonnl’m-:ss.me:.

Forums

We've got avariety of resourcesto help you get the most out of
WordPress. Your first stop should be our documentation, where
you'll find information on everything from installing WordPress

for the first time to creating your own themes and plugins

Getting Started Resources
If you need help getiing started with WordPress, try these articles.

come to the WordPress Support Forum

here to Start

out Installing WordPress

Search the Support Forums
Enter a few words that describe the problem you're having.

Search

Hot Topics

categories category Comments contact form 7 css database
error header Help image images page pages php p| ngi n
plugins post posts RSS sidebar theme wordpress

Help is always at hand for WordPress users.

username or emall | password

Forums

Installation
—Problems with getting it running

How-To and Troubleshooting
—Once it's running

Themes and Templates
—XHTML and CSS

Plugins and Hacks
—Extensions and modifications

Hacks

—For Plugin Coding and Core hacking discussion

WP-Advanced
~Beyond Codex Questions

Multisite

—Problems running network of WordPress sites.

Localhost Installs

—If WordPress is or will be installed on your computer

Your WordPress
—Strut your stuff

Miscellaneous
—Almost everything else about WordPress.

Requests and Feedback
~Feature requests; critcism.

Alpha/Beta
—Discussion of development versions only
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CHAPTER 1

10

WORDPRESS.COM 07" WORDPRESS.ORG?

So that you can choose which
version of WordPress is right for
you, we're going to look at some of
the advantages and the downsides
of each. Before looking at the tables,
read through the descriptions to
clarify the differences between

the two.

WordPress.com is the version of
WordPress that is hosted for you.

WordPress.org is the version of
WordPress that you install on your
own host, also known as “self-
hosted” WordPress. It's referred to
as “WordPress.org” because that’s
the central website you go to in
order to download the software.
(It’s likely you won’t actually have to
do this, though, since most hosting
companies have an easy-install
system that enables you to install
it with just a click or two directly
from their control panel—we’ll go
through this later.)

HOSTED: WORDPRESS.COM

(For more on hosting see page 14)

PROS

CONS

[t's very quick and easy to set up.

You have limited access to themes.

WordPress.com offers you a good selection,
but there are many, many more out there.
You also don’t have the option to upload a
custom theme if you ever want to use one
(a theme you've had especially designed).

You don’t have to worry about any technical
matters, such as security and backing up your
site, as these are all taken care of for you.

You can’t add plugins—extra components
that add to the scope of your site.

You will get some website traffic just from
being part of the WordPress.com community.

You can’t tweak the code if you ever need
to (or get anyone else to tweak it for you).

There is no concern about your site ever going
down or being unavailable—nbut then again,

if you are using a quality host, this should
never be an issue.

You have limited storage space.

They sometimes put ads on your site,
and you have no control over this
(unless you pay to remove them).

COSTS
Free setup and hosting

You can’t run your own ads on your site,
should you want to.

Your own domain (mydomain.com instead of mysite.wordpress.com)—$13-$25/year
Optional paid-for themes—starting at $39 (once-only payment)

Optional “No-Ads” upgrade—$30/year
Other optional “upgrades” such as increasing your storage space—various prices
Switching to self-hosted at any point in the future (they’ll do it for you; some hosting
companies offer this service free when you switch over to them)—$129
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SELF-HOSTED: WORDPRESS.ORG

In a nutshell, WordPress.com represents
a great choice if a blog is what you need
and you want to get up and running quickly.

(For more on hosting see page 14)

PROS CONS If you want to create anything more complex

You can install whatever theme you like, free You have to handle the hosting yourself. with your site, or may wish to do so in the

or premium, from a selection of thousands. future, it's best to dive into the self-hosted
version from the outset.

You can add plugins. You are responsible for all the upgrades

and backups yourself.

You can fiddle with the code if you need to The WordPress interface is fairly simple,
(or get someone else to). but you will have to acquire some technical
knowledge.

No limit to the amount of storage space
(you are only limited by the hosting package
you choose).

No ads (unless you want to run your own,
which you are able to do if you choose).

COSTS

Your own domain—around $10 a year (this may be included in your hosting package) Below left: WordPress.org—the home
Hosting—depends on your host; at its lowest, approximately $30 a year, more usually of the self-hosted version of the system.
around $100 a year

Optional paid-for theme—starting at $30 (a once-only payment) Below: WordPress.com—sign up here

to set up your hosted WordPress site.
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—
: The elements of a WORDPRESS WEBSITE
o
<
T
O
Before you start planning your website, it makes sense to
get familiar with the different elements of a site created There are WordPress themes designed for all kinds of websites—
using WordPress. see Chapter 7 for some examples of the range of designs available
to choose from. Here, we see a theme designed as a business/
What does a WordPress website look like? The chances creative portfolio. Many themes include separate layouts for the
are that you have seen many WordPress websites without home page and the blog page; others also include additional layouts,
realizing it, because the thousands of different themes such as the portfolio page layout you can see here.
available make them all look quite different.
1. The logo. Some sites alternatively have header text
B“?BANG | u M VTN || Ay at the top and/or a header image that stretches the
width of the site.
COLUMN 4 ot | 2. The menu.
3. Page text. Most business sites will choose to have
o introductory text on their home page, but with all

WordPress sites, you can set it so that your blog or
news posts appear here instead, if yours is a more
blog-style or news-based site.

4. Slider. Many themes feature a rotating image

Catuns Ran slideshow, known as a slider, on the home page.

5. The footer. Most websites show a copyright notice
' in the footer; some themes also allow you to put
widgets (see No. 9) in this area.
1 _ . The background.

ol
L

¥
i
II
I

. Social media buttons.

. The sidebar.

. Widgets. Elements inside the sidebar (for example,
the titles of the latest blog or news posts) are
called widgets.

Toree Mpcst, Dui Mafix Parcdt Augernes Deus ime vt Wi v Cures Al mata ulile evemplem

0 00 N O
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Portfolio page layout.
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